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The Location Where the Matsuura Party Began

Imafuku Shrine

Imafuku Shirine was founded in 1084 for welcoming the divine
spirit of Izanagi no Mikoto and Izanami no Mikoto from the Goshu
Taga Shrine (currently named “Taga-Taisha Grand Shrine” in
Shiga Prefecture). It is also the place associated with Minamoto no
Hisashi, founder of the Matsuura Party and a decedent of Emperor
Saga. The Matsuura Party played an active role in the Navy of the
Taira Clan at the decisive battle of the Genpei War, the Battle of
Dannoura. The Mastuura Party is also referred to as the “brave
warriors of the sea” in the Mongol Invasions of Japan (the Battle
of Bunei in 1274 and the Battle of Koan in 1281).

Imafuku Shrine is also known as the “Toshi no Miya (Year
Shrine)” because Hisashi spent the new year here after landing at
Gigigahama Beach (Imafuku, Matsuura City) to govern this region.
In the Meiji Period, the name was changed to the current

“Imafuku Shrine.”
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